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SCRANTON CITY COUNCIL MEETING

HELD:

Tuesday, January 22, 2008

LOCATION:
Council Chambers
Scranton City Hall
340 North Washington Avenue

Scranton, Pennsylvania

CATHENE S. NARDOZZI- COURT REPORTER
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CITY OF SCRANTON COUNCIL:

MR.
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MR.
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ROBERT MCGOFF, PRESIDENT

JUDY GATELLI,

VICE-PRESIDENT

JANET E. EVANS

SHERRY FANUCCI

WILLIAM COURTRIGHT

KAY GARVEY, CITY CLERK

NEIL COOLICAN, ASSISTANT CITY CLERK

AMIL MINORA,

SOLICITOR
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(Pledge of Allegiance recited and
moment of reflection observed.)
MR. MCGOFF: Roll call.
MR. COOLICAN: Mrs. Evans.
MS. EVANS: Here.
MR. COOLICAN: Mr. Courtright.
MR. COURTRIGHT: Here.
MR. COOLICAN: Ms. Fanucci.
MS. FANUCCI: Here.
MR. COOLICAN: Ms. Gatelli.
MS. GATELLI: Here.
MR. COOLICAN: Mr. McGoff.
MR. MCGOFF: Here. Dispense with the
reading of the minutes.
MS. GARVEY: THIRD ORDER. 3-A.
CONTROLLER'S REPORT FOR THE MONTH ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2007.
MR. MCGOFF: Are there any comments?
If not, received and filed.
MS. GARVEY: 3-B. MINUTES OF THE
COMPOSITE PENSION BOARD MEETING HELD ON
DECEMBER 19, 2007.
MR. MCGOFF: Are there any comments?
If not, received and filed.

MS. GARVEY: That's it for third
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order.

MR. MCGOFF: Before we go to
citizens' participation, is there anyone who
has any --

MS. EVANS: Just two quick
announcements. First, in the 2300 block of
North Washington Avenue as of about the last
45 minutes a tractor trailer has taken a
tree down in that block. I have heard it's
been uprooted as well. There may be power
lines involved, possibly Marywood University
will be dismissed early, and I just would
like to ask that everyone would avoid
driving or walking in that area this evening
until the proper measures have been taken.

Also, West Scranton Wrestling

Invader-Mat boosters are sponsoring a night
at the races at Saints Peter and Paul

Russian Orthodox Church on Academy Street in
West Scranton this Saturday, January 26th at
7:00 p.m. All proceeds benefit West
Scranton wrestlers and admission to the
night at the races is $10.00. Tickets can
be purchased at the door and admission

includes food, soda, beer and coffee and, of
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course, one must be 21 to be admitted. Hope
to see you there.
MR. MCGOFF: Anyone else? Robert
Neveroski.
MR. NEVEROSKI: Ladies and

gentlemen, Attorney Minora. As you recall
awhile back, I was down with the Hill
Neighborhood Association running a
fundraiser. We sent over 500 letters to the
business community and that and the response
was -- I guess the city is having trouble,
but nobody wants to donate, so we are in the
same boat, people don't want to donate, and
I'm surprised at the response we got from
sending all five letters to the community
but, anyway, that's it. The people at the
Himalayan Association generously donated
$675.00. Farley, who always supported us,
gave $25.00. Janet and Dave Evans gave
$50.00 and Penn Security Bank gave $250.00
so at this time I would like to present the
city council a check for $1,000.00 made
payable to the Scranton Police Force Canine
Fund, if I may.

MR. MCGOFF: Thank vyou,
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Mr. Neverosky.

MR. NEVEROSKY: With that said, thank

you, ladies and gentlemen.

MS. EVANS: Thank you. We can always

count on the Hill Neighborhood Association.

MR. MCGOFF: Yes. Thank you very

much.

MR. NEVEROSKY: My pleasure.

MR. MCGOFF: The next speaker is

Andrew Porter.

MR. PORTER: Happy New Year.

Andrew

Porter, citizen of Scranton. This past

weekend Martin Luther King, the Martin

Luther King celebration throughout the city

of Scranton was very impressive, very good.

I found absolutely nothing wrong with it.

You find something wrong with things -- when

you find -- when you look for bad things you

find bad things, but Martin Luther King was

a good man just like the fireman who passed

away recently, a good man. We need to see

black firemen put in our fires and savings

people's lives, also. That's what Martin

Luther King stood for.

Martin Luther King is the moral

conscience of America and I and you,

as
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citizens of Scranton, are the moral
conscience of Scranton. And so what we need
to do now is we need to work together, let
me Jjust back up for just a second and say
that Martin Luther King, who is he and where
did he come from? Actually, Martin Luther
King is a descendant of slaves like myself.
Can you believe at one point in time that
the backbone of this country was actually
slaves for over a 300-year period in this
country. Coming out of slavery during the
civil rights movement we had people like
Martin Luther King who risked his life not
just for people that looked like me, but for
all of those. Now, this celebration this
past weekend was a wonderful thing for the
city to have had a response from or be a
part of it. 1It's a great thing, but it's
only one day. It's only one day. It's only
two days, all right, a lot of people were
there, there were some people there and a
lot of dignitaries there, preachers, a few
preachers, a few reverends and a few rabbis

in a couple of days does not make for a good

year, does not make for a good year, that
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was one or two days. We need to duplicate
that.

Me as a business person, I come to
you again and I say that I need assistance.
I come with a plan because you say that we
need a plan and my thing is that take the
plan and take a look at it, and see if it

has some viability to it and let's do
something with it. Help me. This is what
we need to do, we need to help each other.
Now, it's a political miracle that
stands before you on the city council and
Mr. McGoff and maybe a year or even less
than a year how he can come from an
appointment to -- and it has nothing to do
with the mayor, it actually has nothing to
do with the mayor because, see, the mayor
did not elect Mr. McGoff, the people elected
him, and what our father says is that we
have to come together as a people. These
good people up here in the city council
lacking of a person that looks like myself,
I mean, hey, at one point in time you didn't

have women, now you got three up there, and

they are all friends and they are all happy

and they are trying to do the right thing
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and if they are not doing the right thing
then we as citizens need to step in and make
sure certain that they do the right thing
and so people make mistakes, but we help
each other and we try to help each other
correct those mistakes, all right? We try
to bring people into the fold not remove
them from the fold and so I come to you with
good news today that Scranton is the chosen
city, forget the chosen people, Scranton is
the chosen city, all right, and we have to
work together as a people, all right? Our
firemen, people like Martin Luther King,
people who risked their lives each and every
day who don't waiver back and forth, who
every time that you see them they are always
the same, their posture is the same. We
need to posture ourselves as people. We
need to start loving each other.
One thing I can remember about

Martin Luther King and one of the things
that I remember him saying is that when he

went into those wards and seen those babies

10

in incubators and those innocent kids, they

didn't know where they were white, black,
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green, yellow, Chinese or whatever. They
didn't know that. We taught them that. We
thought them that. Programs were put in
place to compensate for some of the things
that were done to the people like my
ancestors, people that look like me, grants,
and so on and so forth, the complexion of
those things have changed, but let's look at
what it is that we have today that we can
work with and we have each other. We are a
great city i1if you are inclusive of all
people. If you are not, you lose. You take
the best qualified people, you take people
that got ideas. You also take people that
want to bring business into this city. I
propose that the business that I bring to
you would start with 8 to 10 jobs in opening
day. These are the kind of things that we
want. We need to nourish our children. We
need to, Britney Spears, they are walking
around in forms of young men and young woman
and what do we do? We are going to laugh

and poke fun at them? ©No, we are not going

11

to do that, we are going to love them. We
are going to show them where they are wrong.

We are going to bring them to the levels of
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where they need to be, and this is what
Martin wanted, and I think this is what we
all want as a city, greatness in our city,
not for me, for you, for God.

MR. MCGOFF: Thank you very much, Mr.
Porter. Andy Sbaraglia.

MR. SBARAGLIA: Andy Sbaraglia,
citizen of Scranton. Fellow Scrantonians,
on your 6-B, "Providing for the acceptance
and dedication of Jamestown Way Circle and
Park Edge Lane. Are you proposing to spend
$1.00 to buy a million dollars worth of
liability? This project I think was done in
1994. 1It's an old project. Now, we are
coming up where you don't even know if the
sewer systems are separated up there. The
drainage from the waste. Now, you are going
to spend a buck and have us pay for God know
how much money to rip up all of them streets
which they are required to do now. This is
isn't a new project, this is an old project

and as an old project they must have been

12

taking care of the streets themselves
because we would've already own them. Since

we don't own them we have to look to why
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they want us to own them now other than the
fact that relieves them of a lot, a lot of
responsibility like plowing, taking care of
streets, but the sewer system is the worst
because if they haven't already done it, we
got to rip up every street up there and put
in drainage and that's going to cost a lot
of money and this is what they are giving us
for a buck. To tell you the truth, it's not
worth it. Their buck is one thing, but to
us to spend a buck to require that's
ridiculous. It's just something you have --
you have to do an in-depth study of that
project and why at this time they want to
give it to us, sell it to us, well, actually
it's a gift, one buck to pay for it isn't
exactly a huge amount, but this project
definitely should be looked into very well.
I looked at some of the dates on that,
CECO think did it over there in 1994, some
of the dates on it, on that project. We are

talking about 208 today. They see a huge

13

expense coming, and I don't blame them, I
would try to dump it as soon as I could,
too, they should have dumped it a long time

ago and not when we are ready to have -- to
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pay to rip all of these streets out. This
is not a very nice project and if you look
at the legislation themselves you see we are

getting nothing, all we are getting is

liability. And to give a buck for

$1 million worth of liability definitely
isn't worth it because that's all you are
buying is liability. You are not buying
anything really tangible. You got to
maintain streets. You got to -- if the
sewer system isn't divided we got to pay to
divide it and this is what you are getting
for your dollar, a lot of expense, so I'd
wish look into it a little more before you
pass and see how much liability you are
actually getting with this dollar, how much
are we actually buying? There is no way for
me to tell you because I don't even know if
the streets are up to par, 1if they are built
to specifications because this project was

done long ago and it's their own property.

14

They must have been maintaining it and if
they were they probably don't even meet our
codes.

Up there at Tripps Park we haven't
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accepted that project for a lot of reasons,
but there we are. We didn't accept it
because we knew it was it would cost the
city a lot of money to make them -- take
that project up to code. This other project
that just comes before you a new project,
hey, we'll sell it to you for a buck. All
you're buying is liability and that's the
sad part about it, you don't even know what
the fire system is up there like even 1if it
was built to code. God only knows, because
apparently it was a private development for
a lot of years and now they want to make it
sort of public or they want you to make it
public and that's not quite right.

I suggest that you look into it, ask
the city engineer and the planning
commission and everything that went with
this to see exactly what was done at that
time, I mean, for a buck and you got time.

I mean, there is no reason why we have to

15

rush into this. 1If everything is up to par,
fine. If it isn't up to par then it should
be corrected before you take responsibility
for it because that's the only way you can

actually protect the taxpayers of Scranton
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and, believe me, they need taxpayers, they
need protection. Thank you.

MR. MCGOFF: Thank you,

Mr. Sbaraglia. Ozzie Quinn.

MR. QUINN: Ozzie Quinn, Taxpayers'
Association. Judy, do you have that list
for me for the UDAG and the -- it's been
three months?

MS. GATELLI: I called her today and

she said that I should ask the president.

MR. QUINN: Ask who?

MS. GATELLI: Ask the president to
request it.

MR. QUINN: The president to request

it?

MS. GATELLI: The president of
council.

MR. QUINN: Mr. McGoff, will you ask
her?

MR. MCGOFF: Yes, I will.

16

MR. QUINN: Thank you. Tell her I'd
appreciate it if you could get it this week,
I don't want to continue on, okay? The
relationship here that I want to talk about

5-I, Mrs. Fanucci, you are the CDBG
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cochairperson, the chairperson; right?
These -- what we are doing here is we are
taking money from the CDBG program and going
way back, which I spoke about, where this
money is coming from and it was approved by
past councils, approved and never executed,
all right? What are these projects? We
mentioned project numbers. Project number
92-292, okay? Project so and so, $50,000
from project 96204 and you know what it
amounts to $60,712.34. What for?

MS. EVANS: Mr. Quinn, I can give
this to you --

MR. QUINN: Is it all right if I come
up there?

MR. MCGOFF: Go ahead.

MS. EVANS: -- and it explains
exactly what projects the money was taken
from.

MR. QUINN: Thank you. See, this is

17

something we don't know about and we
wouldn't know about unless we had Channel 61
and, actually, this was taken from historic
preservation revolving loan from
computerized map of the building, central

city literally, Jackson Street playground,
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senior craftsmen shop and, you know what,

total $60,700 for what? Tree planting.

Tree planting. Tree planting. We have

people who
Scranton,
people are

to pass an

except Mrs.

MS.
me?

MR.

MS.

MR.

MR.
her.

MS.
question.

MR.

MS.
answer. I

to answer.
MR.

it, that's

MR.

MR.

can just about make it today in

half of our people -- half of our

making under $31,000 and you want
ordinance that nobody knows about
Evans.

FANUCCI: Are you speaking to

QUINN: No, she is out of order.
FANUCCI: That's why I asked.
QUINN: She is out of order.

MCGOFF: You did ask address

FANUCCI: You did ask me the

QUINN: But, she didn't answer.

FANUCCI: I didn't have time to

18

was waiting to see who wanted me

QUINN: Well, you can't answer
good --
MCGOFF: Go ahead, Mr. Quinn.

QUINN: But these projects,
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nobody knows where they are coming from,
Mrs. Evans knows where they are coming from,
do you know where they are coming from? No.

MS. GATELLI: We all have the same
information.

MS. FANUCCI: We have the same --

MR. QUINN: Well, how come it's not
up here? How come we don't know? The only
way we will know, you are asking us to pass
an introduction of a resolution for $60,000
and you are asking us without the knowledge
of where that money is coming from and it's
going into tree planting.

MS. FANUCCI: We are not asking you
to pass it.

MR. QUINN: That's bizarre. That's
bizarre, and I take issue with that because
if people who are burning their fuel like

it's going out of the chimney, a lot of

19

people haven't even had their chimneys
necessary cleaned because they can't afford
it. A lot of people their houses are drafts
because there is not enough money going in
the low income housing, the people that own
housing that is low income and you want to

plant trees, what are they for? Tree
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planting. Come on. What are they for,
Mrs. Fanucci? Do you agree with this?

MR. MCGOFF: Mr. Quinn, what are you
asking?

MR. QUINN: Why are you taking --
this money here is part of the money that I
ask for three months ago from Mrs. Gatelli,
okay? Now, they are taking the money, some
of the money and they are taking out of
these projects and they are taking it for
tree planting.

MR. MCGOFF: Correct.

MR. QUINN: Why don't they use the
money to help the people in this city? I'm
sure Mr. and Mrs. Smith over in South Side
who is huddled up there trying to keep warm

is worried about tree planting. My

goodness, you people should be ashamed for

even passing it, for even bringing this up
for introduction. We didn't even -- we
don't even know unless we find this out
tonight. That is shameful, I resent it, an

the poor people, too, you got -- and all

those introduction tonight, all of those

resolutions, ordinances from A to H, you

20

d
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know with taxes, taxes, taxes, taxes, you
know, and then you wouldn't to go tree
planting. Come on. Let's get our facts in
order, our priorities.

We are living in a very, very bad
situation here in the City of Scranton.
People are freezing, people don't have
enough money tougher health or for food.
Let's get it together. As president you
should take the ball on this, you said you
were going to have knowledge of this and
explain it to the people.

MR. MCGOFF: Thank you, Mr. Quinn.
Mr. Bolus.

MR. BOLUS: Good evening, Council.
Bob Bolus, Scranton. On the agenda, I'm
looking at 5-D, 5-E, 5-F, you know, this is

just taking the city apart here. You know,

we are putting more taxes on people we
should be cutting them, cutting the millage
here against the people, the businesses in
this city. We have a refuse over here, we
should actually be going after the
landfills, the leachate line that comes down
here, as a host community we should be

charging per gallon alongside with what the
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sewer authority charges to cut our costs
here. We have a lot of other areas of
revenue out there and nobody is bothering to
loo, but it's harming the people. You know,
the businesses are getting hammered here,
you know, you are on net income, I mean,
come on, there is enough going on here. The
mayor, and the reason I came here today, is
72 percent of the people voted for a
recovery plan, 28 percent against. I'm glad
I was part of the 28 percent. 100 percent
of the people want Chris Doherty now if this
plan does go through to put his money where
his mouth is and that's in the City of
Scranton, not into Nay Aug, not into his
private little projects, not taking care of

the University of Scranton, the KOZ's, the

22

nonprofits. If you look here we have a
garbage fee. 1I've come here many times in
the past questioning why we don't impose a
fee unilaterally right across the city. It
affects residents, business KOZ's and
nonprofits, it takes some creativity to be
done, but nobody in the city seems to want

to do it, so we climb over the dollars to
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get at the pennies. It's time now for this
council to do something.

Tonight I would like to ask this
council to put back the million five that
you took out of the golf course fund plus
interest, the remaining million five is to
be put in a trust so it can't be touched
again. Chris Doherty has criticized the
unions, the fire department, the police
department and everybody else saying the
city is where it is because they have
created the problem. To the contrary, they
protect us here. The problem is Chris
Doherty is administration, getting raises,
doing the things that they do that's adverse
to running a solid business. He is a

businessman, his business makes money

23

because he knows where to put it, where to
take it from. Here is taking from the
seniors, the private sector people, the
businesses that put interest in here and he
is not looking at anyone else. You need a
plan, you need to put a fee on everyone, you
the University is taking over the City of
Scranton, people don't like to hear it,

well, look it, they can't put enough people



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

in there that's how many people are coming

there. That's how much money they are

making in their nonprofit, they are taking

millions and they are taking the city over,

and it's the responsibility of this council

to start looking out for the people in the

City of Scranton by imposing a fee

unilaterally in this city, by taking the

$1.5 million plus interest and protecting it

so it can't be squandered as it was last

year, making the mayor,

if this recovery

plan passes, to take the million five back

and put it back into the golf course fee, it

belongs to the people in this city, it

belonged in parks and recreation. We

squandered it. It's time for us to be

accountable and put it
belongs. I championed
protect this money and
million five last year
Doherty while he could
didn't put it into the
didn't put it into the

didn't put it anywhere

24

back where it

those fights to

this council took a
and give it to Chris
squander it. He
police department, he
fire department, he

else but into it's

own private sandbox, and it's time that it
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10

has to stop, and that's why I'm here today.
I'm here a resident of this city, proud to
be a resident of this city, not proud of
what's happening to this city.

Our tax base is decreased and the
only way you are successful is you increase
your tax base, not erode it and chase people

out of this city, chase businesses out of
this city. We are the laughing stock of the
country i1if you really look around what we
wee are doing. You can buy a house here for
free practically. All other people are paid
because they are decrees. We have devalued
our area, that's why everybody is coming
here buying because it's cheap. We got to

get back where we are not cheap, we to got

25

get back to where you pay for what you get
and we are not getting what we should be
getting in this city. The leachate line,
look at putting in windows along the top of
the ridges surrounding this community and
reduce our electric expense, we could do
that. We have the resources, you have the
power to do this. This is what Scranton
needs. It needs to go in a different

direction. We've got to go outside of the
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box and that's not being done. This man has
run this city into the ground, he has
demoralized the police department, the fire
department. We had an officer in the fire
department that gave his life for this city
doing his job and now he wants to chop
everybody down in those departments. I
would say to the mayor, Ray Hayes or anybody
else, walk in their shoes every single day.
Institute a fitness program. Work out with
them everyday, you lead by example and the
example we are getting right now is not the
example we need to show these young kids
today and the businesses that want to come

here that we can be progressive, we can be

26

financially straight, we are distressed.
Distressed means we are broke, means we
cannot run our city, we cannot do what needs
to be done. Was that one bell or two bells?
MR. MCGOFF: That was the final.
MR. BOLUS: Is there more then or is
that up?
MR. MINORA: You are over your time.
MR. MCGOFF: That was 1it.

MR. BOLUS: Oh, I didn't know that.
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11

I haven't been around the bell ringing for a

long time. Thank you.
MR. MCGOFF: Thank you, Mr. Bolus.
Mr. Stucker. Jim Stucker.

MR. STUCKER: How you doing? Jim

Stucker, I live at Market Street. Okay, we

have a little problem with the drains, they

are all full of leaves, all over the City of

Scranton. They are not picking up the
leaves anywhere they are supposed to pick
up, the city ain't picking them up at all.
And up by Market Street there is a place
there by the laundry mat they are parking
their cars there, there is no sign there,

they're parking, there is no signs there.

We need a sign of up there no parking.
Right next to -- right across the street
from Mrs. Rupp's up the top of the hill by
the Dixon Laundry Mat. They got a lot of
room in the parking lots and they are not
parking in the parking lots when they have

Mrs. Durr, they have -- there used to be a
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lot of people that go there and they park in

the Taurus Club parking lot and there is no

more room in there, they are parking up the

street coming down the hill and it's hard
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time coming down the hill or up the hill, so
we've got to have something done there and
put a sign or something there no parking.
And down by Murphy's Bar, between
Murphy's Bar and the barber shop they still
didn't cut that grass and weeds there. They
still could do that, and they are going to
have to do something about it because I used
to do it and I'm not doing it no more.
We got problem with the buses.
People can't -- the one girl fell off the
bus the other day. I helped her up,
couldn't get the bus to the curb because a

car was in the way after nine to the Globe
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Store.

And I need some work. I don't care
what kind or I don't care what it is, but I
need some work.

MR. MCGOFF: Well, we'll look in the

parking problems for you.

MR. STUCKER: Yeah, because the
laundry mat parking lot the city owns it.
They still leave the leaves along that

middle thing where the cars park, that

middle divider, the leaves are on both sides
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of it and there is a bunch of junk out
there, can and bottles, I tried my best to
pick them up and they're doing a -- the fire
company again and back up there again with
the fire company to pick up the garbage and
cans because I'm off, I'm off paying the
fines off now so I'm happy for that. And
our garbage has been picked up a lot, so I'm
happy for that.

MR. MCGOFF: All right, Jim, thank
you very much.

MR. STUCKER: And, Tom, I want you to
come over and pick me up at -- come over and

pick me up and take me home, Tom. He told
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me to leave it on --

MR. MCGOFF: Thank you, Jim.

MR. STUCKER: He told me to leave it
on there.

MR. MCGOFF: Okay, thank you very
much. Pat DeSarno.

MR. DESARNO: Thank you. Please bear
with me voice tonight. Pat Desarno.
Mr. Courtright and Mrs. Evans, and I can
assure you that -- I can assure you both,
I'm sorry, that it will take a lot more to

disparage you in the eyes of the Scranton
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Fire Department than some insensitive
remarks prompted by some sort of sick,
convoluted reasoning. We know who has
always been there to assure that at the very
least we are dealt with fairly. We know who
genuinely bore hearts equally as heavy as
ours just as we know those who insult us
with fane sympathies. I can also assure you
that unlike some of the sycophants
associated with this administration I take
my cues from no one.

Mantras abound in this city, and I

don't want to rehash things, but in light of
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some very recent events we are sure to be
bombarded by many of them and,
unfortunately, they are allowed to be
blurted out with no one demanded explanation
or elaboration. One definition caught my
eye. The writing that is generated and
repeated in adoration of deity, how
apropros. Mrs. Fanucci, you have invoked
these beauties: Investing in the city, no
recovery without contracts, and attracting
people, qualified people with salary.

A comment, if I may. Raises were
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given to people already working for the city
so it appeared to me that those people had
already been attracted by the previously
lower salary, ergo, no raise should have
been necessary. Maybe some day you can work
in a 24-hour city somewhere down the line.
Now, I have saved my favorite for last,
and this one was taken from the council
minutes, "It's the number one reasons
businesses look at -- how is your
entertainment, how is your parks and
recreation. First thing that they look at

when they are coming it. That's it. First.
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Number one thing. Whether you like it or
not it's the first thing. Number one."

Well, I for one am tired of mantras,
I want elaborations. I took it upon myself
to do some research that I put in the
following key words, "What businesses look
for when locating or relocating? "

Number one, multi-channel merchant
said, transportation costs, labor costs.
Availability to meet staffing needs.
Facilities' costs, state and local
government sales.

Entrepreneur magazine: Number one,
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access to markets and customers. Number
two, labor pool related to type of business,
and there is a little box on that website
knowing what to ask it says, "Answering
these 22 questions for each of the sights
you are considering can help you decide on
the best location for your business and
neither state or local park system nor a
number of entertaining venues were among any
of them.

Let's do business.com: Incentives,

i.e, tax breaks. Cost and quality of local
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work force.

Business Today: Incentives. They
actually went as far as saying, "A good work
force, transportation system and utilities

alone just won't cut it."

Now, I -- pardon me. Additionally,
I visited the Staubach Corporation website,
you know, they are the realtors handling the
giant political white elephant commonly
known as the Southern Union building. Now,
that's a property that should be considered
a prime state of the art piece of realty.

One would assume that no selling points,
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large or small, should be overlooked or
omitted. The property is easily found and
it's on page two. One of those is titled
demographics. I clicked on it and I found
this, four pages that list population,
population change, housing, income, retail
sales volume, nothing about parks. And just
to be thorough, just to be thorough, I
clicked the features link and I found this,
there is nine items, seven of which pertain
to construction and building amenities. The

remaining two features are KOEZ, it says,
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KIZ, but maybe it means KOZ eligible
facility. The secondary remaining is close
to new Hilton motel, maybe it's a hotel, and
Steamtown Mall. No mention of Nay Aug Park
or even the Scranton Cultural Center. You
know what, I just had an epiphany, I'm going
to contact Miss Susan Ruch, she is the
Staubach's point person for the project
property and suggest that she add close to
Nay Aug Park and the Scranton Cultural
Center to the features. I'm sure that will
jump start some interest and some offers
will probably start rolling in.

Now, Mrs. Fanucci, I just cited five
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sources that show that your parks rant is
pretty much nothing more than parrot an
dribble, and I challenge you to cite the
source of your comments, and if you can't
then I suggest that you refrain from
uttering anymore catch phrases until you are
provided with some back up by those who cue
you. I'll give you a week. See you next
Tuesday. Thank you.

MR. MCGOFF: Thank you, Mr. DeSarno.

Mr. Spindler.
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MR. SPINDLER: Good evening, Council,
Les Spindler, city resident. Last week I
brought in a Supreme Court decision about
free speech and Mr. McGoff made a comment
after I left that opinion was a different
venue and different circumstances. Well,
free speech is free speech, it doesn't
matter what the venue. The constitution
says so and the United States Supreme Court
says so and --

MR. MINORA: That's incorrect.

MR. SPINDLER: -- in the Sunday -- he
is out of order, this is my time, I didn't

ask his opinion. In the December 16 Doherty
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Newsletter there is three examples here of
free speech by a Chris Kelly and one is a
woman from west side that was yelling at her
toilet, that case was thrown out. She was
swearing at the toilet and she had every
right to do so. Another case here a
gentleman caught in traffic downtown in the
traffic accident got out of his car because
he couldn't move, he was swearing everybody
around there and nothing was done to the

gentleman. Another case here Michigan when
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a man tipped over in his canoe and the man
was arrested, the case went to appeal and
the case was overturned, so there is three
separate cases where people swearing out in
public and it is allowed. Sure, there are
restrictions of free speech. You can't go
into a crowded theatre and yell fire, that
could cause a panic. I don't remember
anybody in here causing a panic ever. You
can't make threats against anybody, but if
somebody wants to come in here and make
allegations against a council person they
have right every right to do so. If those
allegations are false they can be sued for

slander, but as far as free speech we have
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free speech at this podium and the first
time I'm told here that I can't say
something we'll see you in Federal Court.
Next thing, Mrs. Fanucci, a few months
ago I said Poochie was closing. The
following week you said, no, they're having
shows and this and that, well, guess what?
If you go by today there is a sign in the
window, "Poochie is now closed."

So, once again I was right and you
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were wrong. And another thing about
companies moving into the city look at
parks, Pat DeSarno stole some of my thunder
on this, this is from Entrepreneur magazine,
the top five reasons that businesses look at
when moving in a city: Work force. Are
there another qualified workers to do the
job in the area? Number two, facilities.
Are there any existing facilities suitable
for use. Number three, tax considerations.
How much will I be paying in taxes per year
and can I get a break? Number four, land
availability. If I have to build what is
the cost and the availability? Number five,

quality of life. Schools, recreation,



16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

crime, parks might fall in another five.
Number one, Mrs. Fanucci, you don't have a
clue. Thank you.

MR. MCGOFF: Thank you, Mr. Spindler.

MR. MINORA: Just so we have it
clear, none of the cases he cited have
anything to do with a public meeting and
forums such as this. The cases cited by
Judge Mazzoni and Judge Nealon cite all of

the Supreme Court cases and state court
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court cases that deal with public speaking
at a public forum such as this as opposed to
out in the open or park or courthouse steps

where there is no city business to be done.
So, just so we don't have anything
completely wrong on the record about the
First Amendment, I'd like to say that and if
you need these cases I'll be glad to show
them to you.

MR. MCGOFF: And those are the cases
that we have been using as precedent and
will continue to. Thank you. Mr. Newcomb.

MR. NEWCOMB: Good evening, Council.
Happy New Year. I just have a two
questions, and you can answer them if you

want when I get done with my presentation or
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if you don't have them this week you can let
me know down the road, just a question, I'm
definitely here about the recovery plan.
When I read it in the paper this morning I
know everybody on council has stated their
opinion on the recovery plan which I
appreciate it, everybody is entitled to
their opinion, but I'm going to give you a

little bit about mine. The first thing I
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have is I wrote 7.2 million, it might have
been 7.5 so if I wrote it down wrong I
apologize, but this morning's paper said

that the mayor said he was going to hold 7.2
million dollars capped for the health care
it said for all employees, city employees.
I'd like it know just that mean just the
union employees or does it mean all of the
employees. I don't know what -- because
that definitely makes a big difference in

the money to go around, and what I'd like to
know, if somebody can answer, how does it
reflect me as a taxpayer, me, meaning the
taxpayer in the City of Scranton and I'd
like to know how does the quality of life

issue by giving our police chief $13,000
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race and our fire chief a $13,000 raise and
our fire chief a raise, if we are supposed
to be distressed and I'd just like to know
to those three questions how does that
benefit us as taypayers for coming up with
these raises.

And as far as the Recovery Plan
goes, I'd state it from the go and I'll

state it again, when it went in in 2002 T

39

definitely voted against the Recovery Plan
and I know 72 percent I think it was in the
paper was quoted that they did, but I don't
really know how much big of an election turn
out it was that day, but the only thing I
would have to say now if the election was
held tomorrow and you know what you know now
would we really vote the same way when we
seen all of these raises going to officials
and I understand everybody is entitled to a
decent raise but you can't tell me that this
is a fair situation when the union hasn't
got a raise in six years and people are
getting a $13,000 raise and there are some
people out there working that aren't getting
$13,000 because they don't have to pay the

$52 I believe if it's under $12,000 for the
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tax so I think this is definitely unfair and
if this does go in are we going to get a
break on our taxes because the mayor is
supposed to have all of this money.

I think this is just a balance.
It's hard when you have to balance the
budget on the back of the unions and not

look at it all of the way around. The only
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way I think this recovery plan would have
been fair is if we start from the top and
say we all have to take a piece of the pie
here but, unfortunately, that doesn't
happen. There is a -- I'm not going to say
a name because out of respect I don't do
that, I don't abuse people at the podium,
but if you look at the salaries there is
somebody that started working in this city I
believe four years ago and they were in the
$30,000 salary price range and as of right
now they are in the $80,000 price range.

So, boy, that's an awful big salary to jump
and the unions out there have not got raises
in six years, and the only thing I can say

to the unions, and I'll tell you what, I

just hope that you do, you know, fight for



18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

your rights in Court or whatever, but I
think what you have to do, maybe it's a
little bit too late now, but I will look
into this in the morning, I would definitely
look into the same lawyer should never be
representing all of the unions together
because it's hard to put all of your eggs in

one basket. The firemen and the policemen
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do totally different jobs. I think the
unions would be better served if there was
one union for the fire -- I'm sorry, one
lawyer fr the fire, one representative for
the police because that way they will pursue
it a little bit stronger, so I do hope that
this works out with the recovery plan. I
definitely think it unfair for the workers I
know Mrs. Fanucci, Mr. McGoff and
Mrs. Gatelli and Mr. Courtright and
Mrs. Evans they stated, you know, what they
believe about the recovery plan and
everybody is entitled to their opinion, but
I just hope for the citizens of the City of
Scranton you have to ask yourselves are you
better off now than you were in 20022 If
the recovery plan goes in now are you going

t